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Courts Flow Chart
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The Thirteen Federal Judicial Circuits
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Specialized Federal Courts
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The Legal Profession
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Judicial Selection: State



J) a8 rasSlane lad)

¥ oala Culiad

213 e (o et Ui Galaa Cipha ) 503000 ) sgan Gty o i o
(s iy o 5 sl Lgee) J0ad A ) ¢l IR gil8 s clua 68 —

Sl dglae Gl s e el 1 Gaial —

3 gulipe @i Ui (e 4y sgen ) Gk ) 1esa 3ali —
(i s nl 5 058 o5 e%) ¥ B el (68 5 il el T 5 —
L (pulaa (biad aaaS re L) —

L (ulaa 1)) —

() 4l JtéJ)éJhg\J\JA&ﬁuJU”) )Ad‘ e‘du dw‘ ()

Judicial Selection: Federal Article 111 Lz



J) a8 ;aSlane LlAn
) sala Ciliad

A e
(2l el g b o o)
2 pine 4LELE Al VP 008 2 s ) 50 (o) e il oSl iyl I —

QAS\AAUA:QJ .
(o CilaSlas jf (uans 05 5o cbliad i 4 edaSlae Jidla ) 50
mﬁumuidu/\@m%q;ﬁo)ﬁ(_;\fwwpesmuﬁ)\ —

GJ\JJS Lgu\.cd\ °
(onie OV Sl go ale o slaled))

d\.u\&@M%Majjdg\}Mwbuwa%umJuﬁj‘ —

13
Judicial Selection: Federal Article |



ﬁJ\QLAGA3uA§3JeGA:uJ\JJ§&Lb§

Gladl) @ e
3 pine oy e Ls Galana (i 1 50360 ) spen Q) b i —
JSAQA@J&\g}¢Q§3}»3~.}A‘acé\JE@M)'SJAQJ\_Lg\‘@Mw}\}ﬁcmﬁbﬂémgjjq&j .

(ot 005 pSkas (i oSlas) 0AAE (aiald @

Z

(S o cand aiile) ARl ula) e GG —

Adle Y Gl sy —

A st | ASaa s plal —
Dbiae AaSaa a4y ) Culgee o
et Sy Ulad (S slant 4y (San o

(otm) 3 4il 8 e
Al £0 roael oyl pdaaly —
2L Jls A = Craad sledla + ol ja oacld —
Llcad 48l 5alS alaed —

14
Federal Judges: Chief & Senior Status



AL sl daSaa L]

L L8 a)aed
Judicial offi in stat rt
‘_;1\33,1\ AaSaa s cgrr::ﬁseo jllJZIegr:sl,n csoranrenic';szliJonSers,
ooew ooz ' ters, refi , and oth i-
(S o3 n e Ao g Judicial offcers wih ARl il or
part of a court case.
11,925 18, 452 30,377
L ducad 3)aad
3] daSaq
A " dxil yo AaSae g
T ‘-"‘Lﬁ Gligal 5 (-
(SR | Kbl i 5l s 50)
20,700,000 19,500,000 273,061 65,800,00

National Center for State Courts (2009)

State Court Statistics 15



J 8 sl daSaa Ll

(I3 ua.'alﬁ QAR (il e 0 sls ol

) AaSaa dzdl o 4aSaa s
S (luzmdo s dgana Sl o ) sa Gl 5 e i
686 925
(AL o <ol o isn) AR D] 4aSaa 188 1,799
LA Al 3
Sl PR
79,551 294,336 55,753 o
3 slale))

Administrative Office of U.S. the Courts (2011)

Federal Court Statistics 16



m Caucasian
(79%)

m African
American
(12%)

W Hispanic (7%o)

m Asian
American
(2%)
(FeoVdaosin ) e i) @l i fded Clad*
17

Diversity in the Federal Courts
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Plea Bargaining

Negotiations between prosecutor and defendant’s attorney:
defendant agrees to admit guilt in exchange for a reduced
sentence

Proposed agreement presented to judge for approval

Judge may reject proposed plea

If plea bargain moves forward, judge conducts a hearing and
questions the defendant to ensure that defendant is competent,
understands the proceeding, and was not forced into pleading

guilty

® Plea
bargain

The vast majority of criminal cases in federal courts result in plea bargains.

Source: Administrative Office of U.S. Courts, 2006



Speedy Trial

« Sixth Amendment to U.S. Constitution: “In all criminal prosecutions, the accused
shall enjoy the right to a speedy and public trial....”

« Speedy Trial Act (1974): time limits for completing stages of prosecution

Indictment filed within Trial must start within
30 days of arrest 70 days of indictment
A A
[ I \
| >
Day O Day 30 Day 100
(Arrest) (Maximum)

+ A defendant may, and often does, consent to stopping the “speedy trial clock”

» The clock also stops during pretrial motions, unavailability of the defendant or key
witness, interlocutory appeal

» Otherwise, failure of prosecution to adhere to time limits may result in dismissal
of case

Source: Speedy Trial Act (1974), as amended; Criminal Resource Manual, U.S. Dept. of Justice, 2011 27
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