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Historical Publications Sponsored by Court History 
Programs and Related Agencies 

Since 1976 (and in some cases earlier), many federal courts and associated organizations have produced or encouraged 
the publication of works relating to judicial history. These publications are listed below, arranged by court and 
geographical location. In the few cases where it was appropriate, a publication was included under two headings. 
Addresses of court historical societies and programs can be found in issue no. 1 of The Court Historian. Additional 
information may be obtained by contacting the Federal Judicial History Program. An asterisk denotes books published 
with support from the Committee of the Judicial Conference of the United States on the Bicentennial oflndependence 
and the Constitution. 

District Courts 
(Including Circuit Courts Before 1891 

and Territorial Courts) 

California 
Bergan, Philip J., Fiss, Owen M., and McCurdy, Charles W. 

The Fields and the Law. San Francisco and New York: 
United States District Court for the Northern District of 
California Historical Society and Federal Bar Council, 
1986. 71 pp. 

Fritz, Christian G., Griffith, Michael, and Hunter, Janet M., 
eds.A Judicial Odyssey: Federal Court in Santa Clara, 
San Be1Uto, Santa Cruz, and Monterey Counties. San 
Jose: San Jose Federal Court Advisory Committee, 1985. 
333 pp. 

Gordan, John D., III. Authorized by No Law: Tiu, San Fran­
cisco Committee of Vigilance of 1856 and the United States 
Circuit Court for the Districts of California. Pasadena and 
San Francisco: Ninth Judicial Circuit Historical Society 
and United States District Court for the Northern District 
ofCalifarniaHistorical Society, 1987. 71 pp. 

Tiu, Historical Reporter. Leigh Ruth Shields, ed. (Semi­
annual newsletter of the United States District Court for 
the Northern District of California Historical Society.) 
Vol. 1, no. 1 (Autumn 1980)-. 

United States District Court for the Northern District of 
California Historical Society.Admiralty Law in Action: 
Selected Cases from the United States District Court for 
the Northern District of California. Accounts Written by 
Admiralty Practitioners of the Northern District. (Pam­
phlet to accompany exhibit opening December 5, 1984.) 
22pp. 

United States District Court for the Northern District of 
California Historical Society. Tiu, Limantour Claims: The 
Story of the Man Who Claimed to Own San Francisco, 
Tiburon, and the Nearby Islands and How His Claims 
Were Defeated in the United States District Court, North­
ern District of California. (Pamphlet to accompany exhibit 
opening September 22, 1983.) 12 pp. 

United States District Court for the Northern District of 
California Historical Society. Then and Now: A Half 
Century of Law and Legal Practice. A Historical Program 
Honoring the Fifty-Year Practitioners of Northern 
California. November 14, 1984. 31 pp. 

United States District Court for the Northern District of 
California Historical Society. Then and Now: Women in 
the Law. A Historical Program Honoring the Fifty-Year 
Women Practitioners ofNortliern California. October 14, 
1986. 42 pp. 

Connecticut 
Cabranes, Jose A "N ates on the Histo,:y of the Federal 

Court of Connecticut." In Second Circuit Redbook, 1984, 
678-692. New York: Federal Bar Council, 1984. 

Goetsch, Charles. A Short History of the New Haven Federal 
Courthouse. New Haven: U.S. District Court for the 
District of Connecticut, 1985. [7 pp.) 

District of Columbia 
McGuire, Matthew F. An Anecdotal History of the United 

States District Court for the District of Columbia, 
1801-1976. Washington, D.C.: Government Printing 
Office, 1977. 144 pp. 

Florida 
Historical Notes. William Turnoff, ed. (Occasional newslet­

ter of the United States District Court, Southern District 
of Florida.) Vol. 1, no. 1 (September 1988)-. 

Hodges, Wm. Terrell, Edwards, David L., and Walsh, Susan 
H. "The Middle District of Florida," Florida Bar Journal 
63, no. 11 (December 1989): 19-22. 

King, James Lawrence. "The Southern District of Florida," 
Florida Bar Journal 63, no. 11 (December 1989): 23-30. 

Stafford, William, and Sherrill, William C. "The Northern 
District of Florida," Florida Bar Journal 63, no. 11 (De­
cember 1989): 13-17. 



Iowa 
History of the United States District Court for the Northern 

District of Iowa, 1882-1987. Northern District oflowa 
Branch of The Eighth Circuit Historical Society, 1987. 
70pp. 

Peterson, Richard W. The Court Moves West: A Study of the 
United States Supreme Court Decisions of Appeals from 
{he United States Circuit and District Court of Iowa, 
1846-1882. Council Bluffs, Iowa: South Side Press of the 
Midlands, 1988. 108 pp. 

Kentucky 
Wilson, Samuel M. History of the United States Court for the 

Eastern District of Kentucky. Lexington, 1935. 39 pp. 

Maryland 
Lewis, H.H. Walker, and Schneider, James F. A Bicenten­

nial History of the U.S. District Court for the District of 
Maryland, 1790--1990. Baltimore: Federal Bar Associa­
tion, Maryland C_hapter, 1990. 167 pp. 

Michigan 
[Cohn, Avern, Bell, Robert Holmes, and White, Ellen.] "The 

Federal Districts of Michigan." Michigan Bar Journal 67, 
no. 5 (May 1988): 354-60. 

Minnesota 
History of the United States District Court for the District of 

Minnesota. St. Paul: West Publishing Co., 1989. 53 pp. 
Owens, Kenneth G., and Dim, Jacob. History of the United 

States District Court of Minnesota. 1976. [22 pp.] 

New Hampshire 
Wilder, Brad W. "The History of the New Hampshire 

Federal District Court." 1988. (Typescript.) 96 pp. 

New Jersey 
Nunc Pro Tune. Ann G. McCormick and James J. Waldron, 

eds. (Occasional newsletter of The Historical Society of 
the United States District Court for the District of New 
Jersey.) Vol. 1, no. 1 (Spring 1987)-. 

New York 
Bergan, Philip J., Fiss, Owen M., and McCurdy, Charles W. 

The Fields and the Law. San Francisco and New York: 
United States District Court for the Northern District of 
California Historical Society and Federal Bar Council, 
1986. 71 pp. 

Burak, H. Paul. History of the United States District Court 
for the Southern District of New York. New York: Federal 
Bar Association of New York, New Jersey & Connecticut, 
1962. 28pp. 

Curtin, John T. "An Informal History of the Western 
District of New York." In Second Circuit Redhook, 
1986-1987 Supplement, 170-181. New York: Federal Bar 
Council, 1987. 

The First One Hundred Years, 1789--1889: U.S. Attorneys for 
the Southern District of New York. New York: Second 
Circuit Historical Committee and Federal Bar Council, 
1987. 95 pp. 
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Miner, Roger J. "The United States District Court for the 
Northern District of New York-Its History and Antece­
dents." In Second Circuit Redhook, 1984-1985 Supple­
ment, 270-305. New York: Federal Bar Council, 1985. 

The United States District Court, Eastern District of New 
York, on {he Occasi.on of Its Centennium, 1865-1965. 
New York: Federal Bar Association of New York, New 
Jersey & Connecticut, [1965?]. 64 pp. 

Weinfeld, Edward. "The Southern District Court: Its 
Impact on the Law." In Second Circuit Redhook, 1982, 
673-688. New York: Federal Bar Council, 1982. 

North Carolina 
Hewlett, Crockette W. The United States Judges of North 

Carolina. New Bern: Historical Society of Eastern 
North Carolina, 1978. 203 pp. 

Oklahoma 
Kellough, William C. "A History of the United States 

Courts in Oklahoma." 1987. (Typescript.) 95 pp. 
Kellough, William C. "Power and Politics of the Oklahoma 

Federal Court." The Chronicles of Oklahoma 65 (1987): 
182-213. 

Oregon 
Bulletin of the U.S. District Court of Oregon Historical 

Society. Carolyn M. Buan, ed. (Occasional newsletter.) 
Vol. 1 (1985)-. 

Pennsylvania 
The Academy of Trial Lawyers of Allegheny County. The 

Federal Court System in Western Pennsylvania. May 
1972. [ 44 pp.] 

A Centennial Celebration, September 6, 1886-September 6, 
1986. Scranton: Lackawanna and Luzerne Bar Associa­
tions, 1986. [10 pp.] 

A Court's Heritage. Sidney L. Wickenhaver, ed. (Occasional 
newsletter of The Historical Society of the United 
States District Court for the Eastern District of Penn­
sylvania.) Vol. 1 (1985)-. 

Texas 
Fisher, Joe J. "The Federal Judiciary of the Eastern 

District of Texas." The Texas Gulf Historical and 
Biographical Record (bicentennial ed.) 12, no. 1 (No­
vember 1976): 12-19. 

Utah 
Ashton, Clifford L. History of Territorial Federal Judges 

for the Territory of Utah, 1848-1896 and United States 
District Judges for the District of Utah, 1896-1978. 
[Salt Lake City:] Utah Bar Foundation, 1988. 71 pp. 

Vermont 
Coffrin, Albert W. "The United States District Court for 

the District of Vermont-Its Background, History, and 
Judicial Heritage." In Second Circuit Redhook, 
1985-1986, 737-749. New York: Federal Bar Council, 
1986. 

Marro, Charles J. "The United States Bankruptcy Court 
for the District of Vermont." 1987. (Typescript.) 45 pp. 



Virginia 
Barris, John T. "John Paul, 1839-1901." N.d. 10 pp. 

West Virginia 
Stafford, Thomas F. "History of the United States District 

Court for Northern West Virginia." 1984. (Typescript.) 
67pp. 

Wyoming 
Thomson, Rebecca W. "A History of Wyoming Territorial 

Supreme Court Justices,"' Annals of Wyoming 53, no. 2 
(1981): 22-43. 

Thomson, Rebecca W. "The Federal District Court in 
Wyoming, 1890-1982," Annal,, of Wyoming 54, no. 1 
(1982): 10-25. 

Specialized Courts 
Claims 
*The United States Court of Claims: A History. "Part I: The 

Judges, 1855---1976," by Marion T. Bennett. Washlngton, 
D.C.: Government Printing Office, 1976. 235 pp.; "Part 
II: Origin, Development, Jurisdiction, 1855---1978," by 
Wilson Cowen, Phllip Nichols, and Marion T. Bennett. 
Washlngton, D.C.: Government Printing Office, 1978. 
183 pp. 

Customs and Patents 
Lombardi, Joseph E. "The United States Customs Court-A 

History of Its Origin and Evolution." [New York,] 1976. 
(Typescript.) 90 pp. 

•Rich, Giles S.A Brief History of the United States Court of 
Customs and Patent Appeals. Washlngton, D.C.: Govern­
ment Printing Office, 1980. 213 pp. 

Scheck, Frank F. The U.S. Patent System. New York: 
Second Circuit Historical Committee and Federal Bar 
Council, 1978. 69 pp. 

Circuit Courts of Appeals 
U.S. Congress. Senate. Committee on the Judiciary. Legis­

lative History of the United States Circuit Court of 
Appeal,, and the Judges Who Served During the Perwd 
1801 Through May 1972. 92d Cong., 2d sess., 1972. 
199 pp. 

Second Circuit 
Holt, Wythe, and Nourse, David A. Egbert Benson: First 

Chief Judge of the Second Circuit (1801-1802). (Pam­
phlet to accompany exhibition.) New York: Second 
Circuit Committee on the Bicentennial of the United 
States Constitution, 1987. 90 pp. 

Kenney, John J., and Nixon, Elliott B. The Federal Court­
house at Foley Square. (Pamphlet to accompany exhibi­
tion.) New York: Second Circuit Historical Committee 
and Federal Bar Council, 1985. 10 pp. 

*Morris, Jeffrey B. Federal Justice in the Second Circuit: A 
History of the United States Courts in New York, Con­
necticut and Vermont, 1787 to 1987. New York: Second 
Circuit Historical Committee and Federal Bar Council, 
1987. 227 pp. 
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Morris, Jeffrey B. "Reds, Reverends, Resisters and Robes: 
The Second Circuit and Free Expression, 1917-1920." In 
Second Circuit Redbook, 1988-1989 Supplement, 191-
207. New York: Federal Bar Council, 1989. 

Murray, Kathleen J., and Hardin, Adlai S., Jr. Slavery and 
the Federal Courts: A Paradox of Roles. (Pamphlet to ac­
company exhibition.) New York: Second Circuit Histori­
cal Committee and Federal Bar Council, 1983. 25 pp. 

Third Circuit 
*Presser, Stephen B. Studies in the History of the United 

States Courts of the Third Circuit, 1790-1980: A Bicen­
tennial Project. Washlngton, D.C.: Government Printing 
Office, 1982. 294 pp. 

Fifth Circuit 
*Couch, Harvey C. A History of the Fi~h Circuit, 

1891-1981. Washlngton, D.C.: Government Printing 
Office, 1984. 210 pp. 

Sixth Circuit 
*[Phlllips, Harry, and Wilson, Samuel S.] History of the 

Sixth Circuit: A Bicentennial Project. [1977 .] 218 pp. 



Seventh Circuit 
*Solomon, Rayman L. History of the Seventh Circuit, 

1891-1941: A Bicentennial Project. Washington, D.C.: 
Government Printing Office, 1981. 213 pp. 

Eighth Circuit 
*[Fetter, Theodore J.] A History of the United States Court 

of Appeals for the Eighth Circuit. Washington, D.C.: 
Government Printing Office, 1977. 103 pp. 

Ninth Circuit 
Western Legal History: The Journal of the Ninth Judicial 

Circuit Historical Society. Chet Orloff, ed. (Semi­
annual.) Vol. 1, no. 1 (Winter/Spring 1988)-. 

Tenth Circuit 
Eason, Catherine M., and Hemming, J. Terry. A Comme.mo­

rative Booklet Celebrating the 60th Anniversary of the 
U.S. Court of Appeals for the Tenth Judicial Circuit. 
1989. 61 pp. 

Stanley, Arthur J., Jr., and Russell, Irma S. "The Political 
and Administrative History of the United States Court 
of Appeals for the Tenth Circuit," Denver Law Journal 
66, no. 2 (1983): 119-47. 

District of Columbia Circuit 
History of the United States Court of Appeals for the 

District of Columbia Circuit in the Country's Bicenten­
nial Year. Washington, D.C.: Government Printing 
Office (1977]. 142 pp. 

Supreme Court 
Blandford, Linda A., and Evans, Patricia Russell, eds. Su­

preme Court of the United States, 1789-1980: An Index 
to Opinions Arranged by Justice. Millwood, N.Y.: Kraus 
International Publications, 1983. 2 vols. 

Harrell, Mary Ann, and Anderson, Burnett. Equal Justice 
Under Law: The Supreme Court in American Life. Wash­
ington, D.C.: Supreme Court Hist.orical Society in coop­
eration with the National Geographic Society, 1988. 
165 pp. 

Marcus, Maeva, and Perry, James R., eds. The Documen­
tary History of the Supreme Court of the United States, 
1789-1800. Vol. 1, Part 1, "Appointments and Proceed­
ings"; Part 2, "Commentaries on Appointments and 
Proceedings." New York: Columbia University Press, 
1985. 999 pp. 

Marcus, Maeva, ed. The Documentary History of the Su­
preme Court of the United States, 1789-1800. Vol. 2: 
"The Justices on Circuit, 1790-1794." New York: 
Columbia University Press, 1988. 550 pp. 

Marcus, Maeva, ed. The Documentary History of the 
Supreme Court of the United States, 1789-1800. Vol. 3: 
"The Justices on Circuit, 1795-1800." New York: 
Columbia University Press, 1990. c. 570 pp. 

Shnayerson, Robert. The Illustrated History of the Supreme 
Court of the United States. New York: The Supreme 
Court Historical Society in association with Harry 
Abrams Inc., 1986. 304 pp. 

The Supreme Court Historical Society Quarterly. Alice L. 
O'Donnell, ed. Vol. 1 (1975)-. 
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The Supreme Court Historical Society Yearbook. Clare 
Cushman, ed. Vol. 1 (1976)-. 

The Supreme Court of the United States. Washington, 
D.C.: Supreme Court Historical Society, 1988. 32 pp. 

Periodicals 
Bulletin of the U.S. District Court of Oregon Historical 

Society. Carolyn M. Buan, ed. (Occasional newsletter.) 
Vol. 1 (1985)-. 

The Court Historian. Cynthia Harrison, ed. (Occasional 
newsletter published by the Federal Judicial History 
Program, Federal Judicial Center, Washington, D.C.) 
Vol. 1, no. 1 (December 1989)-. 

A Court's Heritage. Sidney L. Wickenhaver, ed. (Occa­
sional newsletter of the Historical Society of the United 
States District Court for the Eastern District of 
Pennsylvania) Vol. 1 (1985)-. 

Historical Notes. William Turnoff, ed. (Occasional news­
letter of the United States District Court, Southern 
District of Florida.) Vol. 1, no. 1 (September 1988)-. 

The Historical Reporter. Leigh Ruth Shields, ed. (Semi­
annual newsletter of the United States District Court 
for the Northern District of California Historical 
Society.) Vol. 1, no. 1 (Autumn 1980) - . 

Nunc Pro Tune. Ann G. McCormick and James J. Wal­
dron, eds. (Occasional newsletter of The Historical 
Society of the United States District Court for the 
District of New Jersey.) Vol. 1, no. 1 (Spring 1987)-. 

The Supreme Court Historical Society Quarterly. Alice L. 
O'Donnell, ed. Vol. 1 (1975)-. 

The Supreme Court Historical Society Yearbook. Clare 
Cushman, ed. Vol. 1 (1976)-. 

Western Legal History: The Journal of the Ninth Judicial 
Circuit Historical Society. Chet Orloff, ed. (Semi­
annual.) Vol. 1, no. 1 (Winter/Spring 1988) - . 

General 
*The Bicentennial Committee of the Judicial Conference 

of the United States. Judges of the United States. 2d 
ed. Washington, D.C.: Government Printing Office, 
1983. 681 pp. 

Ryan, Mary C., comp. Federal Court Records: A Select 
Catalog of National Archives Microfilm Publications. 
Washington, D.C.: National Archives Trust Fund 
Board, 198 7. 71 pp. 

Wheeler, Russell R. The Writing and Ratification of the 
U.S. Constitution: A Bibliography. Washington, D.C.: 
The Federal Judicial Center, 1986. 44 pp. 

Wheeler, Russell R., and Harrison, Cynthia. Creating the 
Federal Judicial System. Washington, D.C.: The 
Federal Judicial Center, 1989. 33 pp. 

The Court Historian is published occasionally by the Fed­
eral Judicial History Program, which seeks information on 
publications and activities from history programs in the 
federal courts. News items and requests to receive The 
Court Historian may be sent to: Cynthia Harrison, Federal 
Judicial History Program, Federal Judicial Center, 1520 H 
Street, N.W., Washington, D.C. 20005;(FTS/202) 633-6216. 
Requests will be honored as resources permit. 


