CASE STUDIES IN EMERGENCY ELECTION LITIGATION

Extending the Voter Registration Deadline in
Arizona Because of a Pandemic

Mi Familia Vota v. Hobbs
(Steven P. Logan, D. Ariz. 2:20-cv-1903)

Because of social distancing made necessary by the global COVID-
19 infectious pandemic, a district court extended the voter registra-
tion deadline. The court of appeals stayed the injunction, but it al-
lowed a grace period of two days before the stay went into effect.
Subject: Registration procedures. Topics: Registration
procedures; COVID-19; interlocutory appeal; intervention.

Three voter registration organizations filed a federal complaint in the Dis-
trict of Arizona against Arizona’s secretary of state on September 30, 2020,
seeking an extension of the deadline for voter registration from October 5 to
no earlier than October 27 “to ensure that all Arizonans who want to register
to vote in this year’s Presidential election will have the time necessary to do
so, notwithstanding the COVID-19 pandemic.” With their complaint, the
plaintiffs filed a motion for a temporary restraining order and a preliminary
injunction.?

Judge Steven P. Logan set the case for a telephonic status conference on
October 1.° At the conference he set the case for oral argument on Monday,
October 5.* Judge Logan posted contact information for the telephonic oral
argument on the court’s website.” Judge Logan granted a motion to intervene
by the Republican National Committee and the National Republican Senato-
rial Committee.
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Judge Logan consolidated a trial on the merits with the injunction hear-
ing and issued a preliminary injunction on October 5 extending the voter
registration deadline until Friday, October 23: “Plaintiffs offer data that
shows that they could not reach the same number of voters during the pan-
demic months.”

The court of appeals stayed the injunction on October 13 and delayed the
effect of the stay for a grace period of two days.® The extension of the regis-
tration deadline imposed a significant administrative burden on Arizona’s
election officials, and the original deadline was not a severe burden on vot-
ers.’

“More than 35,000 people signed up to vote during [the] 10-day exten-
sion of Arizona’s voter registration deadline . .. .”"

The appeals were dismissed voluntarily in 2021."
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