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Judicial History Program Inaugurated 
by the Federal Judicial Center 

I n response to a 1987 suggestion by the Federal 
Judicial Center Board, the Hundredth Congress 
amended the Center's statute to authorize it to 

"conduct, coordinate, and encourage programs relating 
to the history of the judicial branch of the United States 
government" (28 U.S.C. § 623(a)(7)). Operating from 
the Division of Special Educational Services at the 
Federal Judicial Center, the new history program will 
serve the national federal judiciary, working in 
conjunction with the history programs already under 
way in federal districts and circuits and with the dis
tinguished history programs at the Supreme Court: the 
Curator's Office, the Supreme Court Documentary 
History Project, and the Supreme Court Historical 
Society. The new federal judicial history program joins 
some additional 40 federal agency history programs 
already in place. 

The Federal Judicial Center Board's request was 
prompted initially by a proposal of the Judicial Confer
ence Committee on the Judicial Branch, chaired by 
Judge Frank Coffin. In consideration of that proposal, 
the Center's Board then asked Judges Jose Cabranes 
and A. David Mazzone to conduct an inquiry among 
public historians and faculty to see if such a program 
would be desirable. Their positive response moved the 
Center Board to seek congressional authorization for a 
systematic history program for the judicial branch. 

At its March 1989 meeting, the Board directed the 
Center to inaugurate the history program, using exist
ing resources and staff. The Center designated the 
Division of Special Educational Services to administer 
the program. The Division, which is responsible for 
publications and media productions, has already ac
tively participated in history programs, assisting the 

A =•sage from the Honorable John C. Godbold 
Director of the Federal Judicial Center 

Judicial Conference Bicentennial Committee in its efforts 
to celebrate the bicentennial of the federal courts. 

Chief Justice William Rehnquist, as chairman of the 
Center Board, has appointed an Advisory Committee to 
assist the history program in its undertakings. The mem
bers of the Advisory Committee are Chief Judge William 
C. O'Kelley, Northern District of Georgia; Judge Pierre N. 
Leval, Southern District of New York; Dr. Richard A. 
Baker, Historian, United States Senate; Professor Peter 
Fish, Law and Political Science, Duke University; Profes
sor Kermit Hall, History and Law, University of Florida; 
Professor J. Woodford Howard, Jr., Political Science, The 
Johns Hopkins University; Michael E. Kunz, Clerk of 
Court, Eastern District of Pennsylvania; R. Michael McRey
nolds, National Archives; Chet Orloff, Director of the Ninth 
Circuit Historical Society; and Professor Mary K. Bonsteel 
Tachau, History, University of Louisville. 

At its first meeting, September 13, 1989, in Washing
ton, D.C., the Advisory Committee recommended that the 
Center history program consider support for the district 
and circuit court history programs to be one ofits priorities. 
The Advisory Committee urged that the Center prepare 
materials to assist in the inauguration of history programs 
in the courts and offer particular help and encouragement 
with the development of local oral history projects. To 
facilitate scholarship, the Committee proposed that the 
Center history program undertake a survey of manuscript 
collections in private repositories that relate to the history 
of the federal judiciary and work with local programs and 
with the National Archives to encourage the preservation 
of and access to historical judicial records. The Historical 
Program Advisory Committee will help the Bicentennial 
Committee of the Judicial Conference to select recipients 
of summer research grants. 

I am pleased to announce the initiation ofan historical program at the Federal Judicial Center for the federal 
court system. When I was chief judge of the Eleventh Circuit, I presided then over the creation of that circuit's 
Historical Society, and I remain convinced today of the value of history to explicate the mission of the American 
judiciary. The Center looks forward to working with district and circuit court history programs, public 
historians, archivists, and members of the academic community and of the bar to preserve the history of the 
courts and to make it accessible to scholars and to the public. 



FEDERAL COURT HISTORY PROGRAMS 

Based on a survey of circuit executives, district court executives, and clerks of district courts conducted in 
December 1988. Some circuits and districts have established historical societies to conduct history 
programs; others have assigned court staff to perform the historical functions. 

First Circuit 

New Hampshire 
James R. Starr 
Clerk of Court 
P.O. Box 1498 
Concord, NH 03301 
(603) 225-1423 
FfS 834-4423 

Second Circuit: Peninah Petruck, 
Assistant Circuit Executive for Public 
Programs, U.S. Courthouse, Foley 
Square, New York, NY 10007; (212) 
791-0982; FTS 662-0982. 

New York, Southern 
Clifford P. Kirsch 
District Court Executive 
U.S. Post Office & Courthouse 
P.O. Box419 
New York, NY 10007 
(212) 791-9349 
FTS 662-9349 

Third Circuit: John P. Rehman, Circuit 
Executive, U.S. Courthouse, 21st Floor, 
Sixth & Market Streets, Philadelphia, 
PA 19106; (215) 597-0718; 
FTS 597-0718. 

New Jersey 
The Historical Society of the 
United States District Court for the 
District of New Jersey 

William T. Walsh 
Clerk of Court 
U.S. Post Office & 

Courthouse 
Newark, NJ 07102 
(201) 645-6697 
FTS 341-6697 

Pennsylvania, Eastern 
The Historical Society of the 
United States District Court 
for the Eastern District of 
Pennsylvania 

Michael E. Kunz 
Clerk of Court 
P.O. Box 53357 
Philadelphia, PA 19105-4843 
(215) 597-9221 
FfS 597-9221 

Fourth Circuit 

Maryland 
Joseph A. Haas 
Clerk of Court 
101 W. Lombard Street 
Baltimore, MD 21201 
(301) 962-2600 
FTS 922-2600 

Fifth Circuit 

Texas, Southern 
Jesse E. Clark 
Clerk of Court 
Post Office Box 61010 
Houston, TX 77208 
(713) 221-9505 
FTS 527-0505 

Sixth Circuit 

Michigan, Western 
C. Duke Hynek 
Clerk of Court 
110 Michigan Street, N.W. 
452 Federal Building 
Grand Rapids, MI 49503 
(616) 456-2381 
FTS 372-2381 
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Seventh Circuit: Collins T. Fitzpatrick, 
Circuit Executive, 219 South Dearborn 
Street, Chicago, lL 60604; (312) 435-
5803; FTS 387-5803. 

Indiana,Southern 
John A. O'Neal 
Clerk of Court 
U.S. Courthouse 
46 East Ohio Street, Room 105 
Indianapolis, 1N 46204 
(317) 226-6670 
FfS 331-6670 

Eighth Circuit: The Historical Society 
of the United States Courts in the Eighth 
Circuit, June L. Boadwine, Circuit 
Executive, P.O. Box 75428, St. Paul,~,-·· 
55175; (612) 290-331 l; FfS 777-3311. 

Arkansas, Eastern 
Carl R. Brents 
Clerk of Court 
P.O. Box 869 
Little Rock, AR 72203-0869 
(501) 378-5353 
FrS 740-5353 

Arkansas, Western 
Judge Morris Arnold 
U.S. District Court 
P.O. Box 1606 
Fort Smith, AR 72902 
(501) 783-3257 

Iowa, Southern 
Judge William C. Stuart 
U.S. District Court 
403 U.S. Courthouse 
E. 1st & Walnut Streets 
Des Moines, IA 50309 
(515) 284-6254 
FrS 862-6254 

·( 



Judicial Districts and Circuits of the United States Courts, 1789 

States not having ratified 
the Constitution 

Vennont was an independent 
entity, not yet a member of 
lhc Union 

Population 
States 

3.9 million 

Districts 
District Judges 
Circuits 
Supreme Court 

Justices 

11 
13 
13 
3 
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One of a series of maps depicting the growth of the federal court system, from Creating the Federal Judicial 
System by Russell R. Wheeler and Cynthia Harrison, published in 1989 by the Federal Judicial Center. 

Minnesota 
Francis E. Dosal 
Clerk of Court 
708 Federal Building 
316 N. Robert Street 
St. Paul, MN 55101 
(612) 290-3212 
FfS 777-3212 

Missouri, Eastern 
Judge George F. Gunn, Jr. 
U.S. District Court 
324 U.S. Court & Custom House 
11 I 4 Market Street 
St. Louis, MO 63101 
(314) 539-2330 
FTS 262-2330 

Missouri, Western 
Robert F. Connor 
Clerk of Court 
201 U.S. Courthouse 
811 Grand Avenue 
Kansas City, MO 64106 
(816) 426-2811 
FrS 867-2811 

Nebraska 
Judge William G. Cambridge 
U.S. District Court 
P.O. Box 1076 
Omaha, NE 6810 I 
(402) 221-3362 
FTS 864-3362 
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North Dakota 
Edward J. Klecker 
Clerk of Court 
P.O. Box 1193 
Bismarck, ND 58502 
(701) 250-4295 
FTS 783-4295 

South Dakota 
William F. Clayton 
Clerk of Court 
220 U.S. Courthouse & 
Federal Building 
400 S. Phillips Avenue 
Sioux Falls, SD 57102 
(605) 338-5566 
FrS 782-444 7 



Ninth Circnit: Ninth Judicial Circuit 
Historical Society, Chet Orloff, Director, 
620 S.W. Main St., Rm. 703, Portland, 
OR 97205; (503) 326-3458. Ninth 
Circuit Library-Archives Unit, Helen 
Hill, P.O. Box 54 7, San Francisco, CA 
94101; (415) 556-6129; FrS 556-6129. 

California, Northern 
Michael Griffith 
Archivist/Historian 
P.O. Box 36060 
450 Golden Gate Avenue 
San Francisco, CA 94102 
(415) 556-2790 
FfS 556-2790 

Montana 
Lou Aleksich, Jr. 
Clerk of Court 
5405 Federal Building 
316N. 26th Street 
Billings, MT 59101 
( 406) 657-6366 
FfS 585-6366 

Nevada 
Carol C. FitzGerald 
Clerk of Court 
300 Las Vegas Blvd. South 
Las Vegas, NV 89101 
(702) 388-6351 
FfS 598-6351 

Oregon 
The United States District Court 
of Oregon Historical Society 

Robert M. Christ 
Clerk of Court 
503 U.S. Courthouse 
620 SW Main Street 
Portland, OR 97205 
(503) 326-2202 
FrS 423-2202 

Tenth Circuit: James K. Logan, Circuit 
Judge, U.S. Court of Appeals, Box 790, 
Olathe, KS 66061-0790; (913) 782-9293; 
FrS 757-3024. 

Utah 
Markus B. Zimmer 
Clerk of Court 
204 U.S. Courthouse 
350 S. Main Street· 
Salt Lake City, UT 8410 I 
(801) 524-5160 
FrS 588-5160 

Eleventh Circuit: The Eleventh Circuit 
Historical Society, Thomas Reese, 
Executive Director, P.O. Box 1556, 
Atlanta, GA 30301; (404) 331-6207,FrS 
331-63207; Norman E. Zoller, Circuit 
Executive, Eleventh Judicial Circuit, 56 
Forsyth Street, N.W., Atlanta, GA 30303; 
(404) 331-5724; FrS 242-5724. 

Alabama, Northern 
Charles T. Cliver 
Clerk of Court 
140 U.S. Courthouse 
1729 5th Avenue North 
Birmingham, AL 35203 
(205) 731-1025 
FrS 229-1025 

Florida, Middle 
Donald M. Cinnamond 
Clerk of Court 
P.O. Box 53558 
Jacksonville, FL 32201-3558 
(904) 791-2854 
FrS 946-2854 

Florida, Southern 
Robert DiTrolio 
Assistant District Executive 
301 N. Miami Avenue 
Miami, FL 33128-7788 
(305) 536-4054 
FrS 350-4054 

Georgia, Northern 
John T. Shope 
District Court Executive 
2211 U.S. Courthouse 
75 Spring Street, S.W. 
Atlanta, GA 30335 
(404) 331-2922 
FrS 841-2922 

Georgia, Southern 
Henry R. Crumley, Jr. 
Clerk of Court 
P.O. Box 8286 
Savannah, GA 31412 
(912) 944-4281 
FfS 248-4281 

United States Supreme Court: Wash
ington, DC 20543; (202) 4 79-3298; 
FfS 479-3298; Gail Galloway, Curator. 

Documentary History Project 
Dr. Maeva Marcus, Director 
(202) 479-3256 
FrS 479-3256 

Supreme Court Historical Society 
Justin A. Stanley, President 
111 Second Street, N.E. 
Washington, DC 20002 
(202) 543-0400 

The Federal Judicial Center Historical Program welcomes information on publications and activities 
from court history programs in the district and circuit courts. The program also invites individuals 
both inside and outside the federal court system to send notice if they would like to receive The Couri 
Historian. Requests will be honored as resources permit. Write to Cynthia Harrison, Federal Judicial 
Center Historical Program, 1520 H Street, N.W., Washington, D.C. 20005; telephone (202) 633-6216, 
FTS 633-6216. 


