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Plea Bargaining

Negotiations between prosecutor and defendant’s attorney:
S defendant agrees to admit guilt in exchange for a reduced
sentence

Proposed agreement presented to judge for approval

Judge may reject proposed plea

If plea bargain moves forward, judge conducts a hearing and
questions the defendant to ensure that defendant is competent,
understands the proceeding, and was not forced into pleading

guilty

M Plea
bargain

The vast majority of criminal cases in federal courts result in plea bargains.

Source: Administrative Office of U.S. Courts, 2006




Speedy Trial

« Sixth Amendment to U.S. Constitution: “In all criminal prosecutions, the accused
shall enjoy the right to a speedy and public trial....”

« Speedy Trial Act (1974): time limits for completing stages of prosecution

Indictment filed within Trial must start within
30 days of arrest 70 days of indictment
A A
[ I \
| >
Day O Day 30 Day 100
(Arrest) (Maximum)

+ A defendant may, and often does, consent to stopping the “speedy trial clock”

» The clock also stops during pretrial motions, unavailability of the defendant or key
witness, interlocutory appeal

» Otherwise, failure of prosecution to adhere to time limits may result in dismissal
of case

N
N
N

Source: Speedy Trial Act (1974), as amended; Criminal Resource Manual, U.S. Dept. of Justice, 2011
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