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March 19-21, 1981 
New Orleans, Louisiana 



SEMINAR OBJECTIVES 

To augment participants' expertise in legal writ­
ing by reviewing the principles and techniques of 
legal drafting and opinion writing. 

To review the role of the Senior Staff Attorney 
in persoIU1el management. 

To afford opportunities for the free exchange of 
information, ideas, and individual staff attorney 
solutions to recurring problems. 

To discuss the role of the staff atton1ey in 
prisoner litigation. 

To broaden understanding of the appellate judges 
decisionmaking . 



PROGRAM 

SEMINAR FOR 

SENIOR STAFF ATTORNEYS 

ChaiJUnan 06 the Sem<..naJt 

Hono~able Atv~n B. Rub~n 
Unaed Statef.. C~c.ua Judge 

Urtaed Statef.. CoMt 06 Appealo 
60~ the F~6th c~c.ua 

Baton Rouge, LoUV.,~ana 



THURSDAY, MARCH 19 

Morning Session 

9: 00 OPENING REMARKS AND INTRODUCTIONS . 

Noah M. SmUh, EJ..qu.iAe. 
CIU.e.6, Le.gal Se.Jt.v.i.c.e.J.. TJt.abU.ng Bfta.nc.h 

V.i.v.{f...i.on 06 Con:ti.nu.i.ng Educ.atio11 and TJt.a.{n.i.11g 
The. Fe.de.Jt.al J uckc..i.at Ce.n.te.Jt. 

WMIU.119:to11, V. C. 

SYMPOSIUM ON LEGAL WRITING 

9:15 ANATOMY OF THE OPINION: a discussion of 
the processes of deciding, selecting and 
writing which form the anatomy of the 
opinion. 

Ho110Jt.able. EdVJa.Jt.d V. Re. 
CIU.e.6 Judge. 

UiiUe.d S:ta:tu Cou.Jt.:t o 6 
In.te.Jt.natio11al TJt.ade. 
Ne.w YoJt.k, New YoJt.k 

10:45 INTERMISSION 

11:00 REPORTED OPINIONS: a brief, intensive 
discussion designed to provide reviewers 
of legal documents an overview of the 
basic principles and techniques of legal 
drafting. 

Cha.Jt.le.J.. Ne.lf..011, E<1q0Ae. 
We.J..:t PubwlU.119 Company 

S:t. Paul, M.i.nnuo:ta 
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12: 30 LUNCllEON INTERMISSION 

Afternoon Session 

2:00 PRISONER LITIGATION: a discussion of the 
role of the court and the staff attorney 
in treating prisoner petitions, including 
the requirements for preserving and 
exhausting constitutional issues. 

MODERATOR: 

Phyw SR.loot Bamben9en 
Attonney-in-ChaJLge 

C~mi_nat Appea£1' BuJz.eau 
Fedenat VeJend~ Senvic.e.6 U~ 

New Yo!tk, Nw Yank 

PANELISTS: 

Vu.l'.c.ey B. Fowlen 
Se~on Sta66 AttoMey 

U~ed State.<1 Cou!Z.t o 6 Appew 
Jon the Fou!Z.th Cine.~ 

R,Lc.hmond, Vingi~a 

EM! Higgin1> 
Sta66 AttoMey 

U~ted State.<1 Cou!Z.t o 6 Appea£1' 
Jon the Fi!lth Cine.~ 

New Oniean1>, Lout.oiana 

3:00 INTERMISSION 

3:15 PRISONER LITIGATION (continued) 

1116. Bambengen and Panewu 

4:15 INTERMISSION 
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4:20 POTPOURRI OF PROBLEMS AND POSSIBLE SOLUTI 
each senior staff attorney will present a 
recurring or chronic problem in his circuit 
and seek solutions from the other participants. 

MJDERATOR: 

Mn. SmU:h 

5:20 ADJOURNMENT 

FRIDAY, MARCH 20 

Morning Session 

SYMPOSIUM ON LEGAL WRITING (continued) 

9:00 WRITING AND EDITING WORJ<?HOP: a review ofio:···· .. 
the fundamentals of English grarrnnar and an · . 
opportunity to work with other participants 
to seek solutions to common drafting problems. 

Pno6eooon Mlehael Rooe 
OIUo Sta,te UvU.veMUtj 

Sehool 06 Law 
ColumbM, OIUo 

10:45 INTERMISSION 

11:00 WRITING AND EDITING WORKSHOP (continued) 

12: 30 LUNCHEON INTERMISSION 
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AfteTI1oon Session 

2: 00 WRITING AND EDITING WORKSHOP (continued) 

3:00 INTERMISSION 

3:15 WRITING AND EDITING WORKSHOP (continued) 

5:00 ADJOURNMENT 

SATURDAY, MARCH 21 

MoTI1ing Session 

9:00 ROLE OF THE SENIOR STAFF ATTORNEY AS A 
PERSONNEL MANAGER: recruitment, selection, 
training, and perfonnance appraisals of 
staff attoTI1eys and support personnel. 

Ellie NeJ..J.i~en, E~quA.11.e 
Se;Uon Sta66 At:tonney 

U;Uted Stat~ Cowi;t o 6 Appea.Vi 
Jon the N~nth C~eu,i;t 

San Fnan~eo, CaLi.6onrUa 

10: 30 INTERi'V!ISSION 

10:45 REASONING OF APPELLATE JUDGES: choosing, 
interpreting, and applying legal precepts 
in the review function of appellate decision­
making. 

Judge Rub~n 
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12:15 CLOSING REMARKS AND ADJOURNMENT 

MIL. Sm{;th 

The Federal Judicial Cen1er's !raining programs have been approved ror 
credi1 by a number of slate boards of con1inuing legal education. If you 
are interes1ed in receiving CLE credit for allendance al this seminar, 
contact: 

The Federal Judicial Center 
legal ~rvices Training Branch 
Division of Continuing Education & Training 
l.S20H S1ree1, N. W. 
Washing1on, D.C. 20005 
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PLANNING COMMITTEE 

Vulc.ey B. FowleJt 
Sel'Uo4 S.ta.66 AttoJmelf 

UrUted S:t:a:tM Cowr.:t: 0 6 Appew 
604 :t:he Fowr.:t:h CUic.u..Lt 

!Uc.hmovtd, V-Uz.girU.a 

Tim Gamma VL 

Sel'Uo4 S.ta.6 6 Attor.ney 
UrUted S:t:a:tM Cowr;t 0 6 Appew 

604 ;t:he Elgh:t:h CUic.u..Lt 
S;t:. Lou..W, /MJ.,,1,oU!U 

John K. Kluvihelu.e.t 
SerU.04 S:t:a66 Atto4viey 

UrUted S:t:a:tM Cowr.:t: 0 6 Appeal-6 
604 :t:he Tevt:t:h C<.4c.u..Lt 

Vevive4, ColoMdo 

Noah M. Sm,{);h, E,1,qu,Uce 
Chle6, Legal Se4vic.M T~l'Uvtg BMvtc.h 

Vivif..iovt 06 Covt:t:iviuivtg Educ.a,-U.ovi avid T4a{vtivi9 
The Fede4al Judic.ial Cevt:t:eJt 

WMhlvtg:t:ovt, V. C • 


