CASE STUDIES IN EMERGENCY ELECTION LITIGATION

Disqualification of a Candidate for Failure
to Properly File Papers of Candidacy

Lawrence v. Board of Election Commissioners
(Elaine E. Bucklo, N.D. Ill. 1:07-cv-566)

On January 30, 2007, a would-be candidate for Chicago alderman in the February
27 election, his campaign committee, and three voters filed a federal complaint in
the Northern District of Illinois, challenging on its face and as applied the consti-
tutionality of a requirement that he file with his nomination papers the receipt he
received for filing his statement of economic interest.*

On February 6, Judge Elaine E. Bucklo granted a three-week extension re-
quest by Illinois’s attorney general to accommodate the attorney general’s con-
venience.? On February 8, the plaintiffs filed motions for an expedited hearing,
acknowledging that it was too late to restore the would-be candidate’s name to the
February 27 ballot but arguing that he could be added to an April 17 runoff elec-
tion.? dege Bucklo granted the motions and set the matter for hearing on Febru-
ary 23.

On February 27, Judge Bucklo granted summary judgment to the defendants.”
The plaintiffs’ claims were barred by res judicata, because they failed to raise
them in a state court proceeding on the same matter in which they lost.® Judge
Bucklo also found that it was not unconstitutional for Illinois to disqualify as a
candidate someone who failed to properly file papers of candidacy.’
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