Dec. 1 JUDICIAL IMPROVEMENTS ACT

“§ 479. Information on litigation management and cost and delay
reduction

“/a) Within four years afler the date of the enactment of this
chapter, the Judicial Conference of the United States shall prepare
s comprehensive report on all plans received pursuant to section
472d) of this title. The Director of the Federal Judicial Center and
the Director of the Administrative Office of the United States
Courts may make recommendations regarding such report to the
Judicial Conference during the preparation of the report. The Ju-
dicial Conference shall transmit copies of the report to the United
States district courts and to the Committees ca the Judiciary of the
Senate and the House of Representatives.

“(d) The Judicial Conference of the United States shall, on a
continuing basis— -

‘A1) study ways to improve litigation management and dis-
pute resolution services in the district courts; and

*12) make recommendations to the district courts on ways to
improve such services.

“(eX1) The Judicial Conference of the United States shall prepare,
periodically revise, and transmit to the United States district courts
a Manual for Litigation-Management and Cost and Delay Reduction.
The Director of the Federal Judicial Center and the Director of the
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of the United States Courts.

programs shall be periodically revised to reflect such information
and analyses.

“§ 481. Automated case information

‘Ya) The Director of the Administrative Office of the United States
Courts shall ensure that esc: United States district court has the
automated capability readily to retrieve information about the
status of each case in such court.

“(bX1) In carrying out subsection (a), the Director shal] prescribe—
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“(A) the information to be recorded in district court auto
mated systems; and

“(B) standards for uniform categorization or characterization
of judicial actions for the purpose of recording information on
judicial actions in the district court automated systems.

“(2) The uniform standards prescribed under paragraph (1XB) of
this subsection shall include a definition of what constitutes a
dismissal of & case and standards for measuring the period for which
a motion has been pending. -

*“(¢) Each United States district court shall record information as
prescribed pursuant to subsection (b) of this section.

“§ 482. Definitions

“As used in this -chapter, the term ‘judicial officer’ means a
United States district court judge or a United States magistrate.”.

(®) IMPLIMENTATION.~(1) Except as provided in section 105 of this
Act, each United States district court shall, within three years after
the date of the enactment of this title, implement a civil justice
expense and delay reduction plan under section 471 of title 28,
United States Code, as added by subsection (a).

(2) The requirements set forth in sections 471 through 478 of title
28, United States Code, as added by subsection (a). shall remain in
effect for seven years after the date of the enactment of this title

(¢) Eanry Inrrzmenration District Courts.—

(1) Any United States district court that, no earlier than

i::. ”m. md:il‘ o and “'3‘1. :33:::&«: pian
imp ts a Justice expense y

under chapter 23 of title 28, United States Code, as added by

subsection (a), shall be designated by the Judicial Conference of

d\&’U_‘n‘i‘:od&Amnu Im tation District Court.

rhn.m.hdkw Conference may such resources out of
unds a ted pursuant to section 106(a).
18 months after the date of the enactment of this

title

developed and implemented by the Early Im tation Dis-
trict Courts.

(4) The Director of the ive Office of the United

Administrative
States Courts shall transmit to the United States district courts
mdwmmumrm.ludmry" of the Senats and

(A) copies of the plans and implemented by the
Early implementation District :

(B) the nrfumbmmad such district courts pursuant
to section 472(d) of title 28, United States Code, as sdded by
subsection (a); and

(C) the report prepared in accordance with paragraph 3)
of this subsection.

(d) TrcHNIcAL AND CONPORMING AMENDMENT.—The table of chap-
ters for part | of title 28, United States Code, is amended by adding
at the end thereof the following:

“23. Civil justice expense and delay reduction plans ae.
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SEC. 164. DEMONSTRATION PROGRAM.

(a) IN GEnERAL —(1) During the 4-year period beginning on Janu-
ary 1, 1991, the Judicial Conference of the United States shall
conduct a demonstration program in sccordance with subsection (b).

(2) A district court participating in the demonstration program
mos(y also be an Early Implementauon District Court under section
103<¢).

(b) ProcraM RequiremMEnt.—(1) The United Statas District Court
for the Western District of Michigan and the United States District
Court for the Northern District of Ohio shall experiment with
systems of difTerentiated case management that provide specifically
for the assignment of cases o appropriate processing tracks that
operate un!n distinct and explicit rules, procedures, and time-
{rames for the completion of discovery and for trial :

(2) The United States District Court for the Northern District of
California, the United States District Court for the Northern Dis-
trict of West Virginia, and the United States District Court for the
Western District of Missouri shall experiment with various methods
of reducing cost and delay in civil litigation, including alternative
dispute resolution, that such district courts and the Judicial Con-
ference of the United States shall select. )

(¢) Stupy or Resuits.—The Judicial Conference of the United
States, in consuitation with the Director of the Federal Judicial
Center and the Director of the Administrative Office of the United
States Courts, shall study the experience of the district courts under
the demonstration program. S

(d) Rerort.—Not later than December 31, 1995, the Judicial Con-
ference of the United States shall transmit to the Committees on the
Jd of the Senate and the House of Representatives a report of
the ts of the demonstration program. . .

SEC. 106. PILOT PROGRAM. L '
(a) In Genzmat.—(1) Du the ¢ on Janu-
ary 1, 1991, the Tudicial Canference: of tha. Unhied, Sestes shall

@) At least 5 of the Pilot Districts designated by the Judicial
Conference shall be judicial districts encompessing metropolitan

3) The expense and delay reduction plans implementad by the
Pilot Districts shsll remain in effect for a period of 3 years. At the

end of that 3-year period, the Pilot Districts shall no longer be
required to inciude, in their expense and delay reduction plans, the
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6 principles and guidelines of litigation management and cost and
delay reduction described in paragraph (1).

f¢c) Procran Stupy REPorT.—{(1) Not later than December 31.
1995, the Judicial Conference shall submit to the Committees on the
Judiciary of the Senate and House of Representatives a report on
the resuits of the pilot program under this section that includes an
assessment of the extent to which costs and delays were reduced as a
mull of the program. The report shall com those results to the

mpact on costs and delays in ten comparable judicial districts for
whu:h the application of section 473(a) of title 28, United States
Code, had been discretionary. mtmnnmahdlhbaudonn
nudy conducted ndmuhat organization with expertise in
the area of Fede rt management.

(2XA) The Judicial Confmna shall include in its report a rec-
ommendation as to whether some or all district courts should be
required to include, in their ex and delay reduction plans, the
6 ciples and guidelines of litigation nt and cost and
g‘:d y reduction identified in section 473(a) of title 28, United States

€.

(B) If the Judicial Conference recommends in its report that some
or all district courts be required to include such principles and
wlxm in their expense and delay nducuon plans, the Judicial

erence shall initiate proceedings for the prescription of rules

mplmenunl its recommendation, pursuant to chapter 131 of title
28, United States Code.

(C)U!nmmtthndidd(bnfmdoummmmnd an

expansion of the pilot program (A), the Judicial
Conference shall idumty aluruthn. more oea?rc cost and delay
reduction that should be implemented in light of the

findings of the Judicial Conference in its report, and the Judicial
Conference may initiate proceedings for the prescription of rules
implementing its recommendation, pursuant to chapter 131 of title
28, United States Code.

SEC. 106. AUTHORIZATION.

(a) Earty Ivrrzmentanion District Courts.—There is authorized
to be app 'r:ued not m than $15,000,000 for fiscal year 1991 to
carry out needs necessary for the im-
plementation of section 103(c).

®) DarizuznraTion or Charrer 23.—There is suthorized to be

appropriated not more than $5,000,000 for fiscal year 1991 to imple-
ment chapter 23 of title 28, United States Code.

(¢) DemonsTRATION PROGRAM.—There is authorized to be appro-
priated not more than $5,000,000 for fiscal year 1991 to carry out the
provisions of section 104.

TITLE 1I—-FEDERAL JUDGESHIPS

SECTION 29). ;HOITTITLL
This title may be cited as the “Federal Judgeship Act of 1990".
SEC 202. CIRCUIT JUDGES FOR THE CIRCUIT COURT OF APPEALS.

(a) IN GenzaaL —The President shall appoint, by and with the
advice and consent of the Senate—
(1) 2 additional circuit judges for the third circuit court of
appeais;
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