NATIONAL NEWwWS -~ — - e
Pact Reached to Cut Costs on Federal Civil Case:
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It mandated that each federal district
court develop a comprehensive plan to
reduce costs and delays. The plan is to |
include such features as development of |
tracks or timetables for discovery based
on the complexity of the case, the setting
of early and firm trial dates, assignment .
of a single judge to a case to manage its The Tos Anneles Baily Fournal
progress, and increased use of alterna.
tive dispute resolution.
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*Principles’ and ‘Guidelines’

The revised bill still requires each dis-
trict to develop 2 plan, but it no longer
mandates what shall be in it. Instead,
those features are listed simply as “prin-
ciples” and “guidelines.”

For the most part, said a Senate aide,
it's just changing a few words.

But there are some concrete changes -
in the bill. For example, the original bill |
diminished the role played by U.S. mag-
istrates in pre-trial matters. The revised
bill restores the magistrates’ traditional
role. That was a specific criticism raised
by Robinson when he testified on the bill |
in March,

The bill also stretches out the time al-
Iotted for developing the plan from one
year to three.

Still unresolved, however, is whether
records revealing the pace at which indi-
vidual judges process their caseload will
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