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June 26, 1990 

Honorable Joseph R. Biden. Jr. 
Chaiman, Committee on the Judiciary 
224 Dirksen Senate Office Building 
Washington, D. C. 20510-6275 

Dear Mr. Chairman: 

It \\'as reported to me that at the hearing this morning on S. 2648 
you were deeply concerned by comments attributed to me in a Legal 
Times article which you believe reflected adversely on yourself and your 
colleagues. That was not my intent nor do I believe it was so construed 
by the judges who were present. These comments do not reflect the 
views of the Judicial Conference as Chief Justice Rehnquist advised you 
on June Pth. A copy of the Chief Justice's letter is enclosed. 

I apologize for my remarks which resulted in unfair 
characterizations of your motives. I had understood that my comments 
were off the record and were being made only to the federal judges of 
the D. C. Circuit, who had expressed a great interest in your bill, S. 2648. 
I regret that my -- and the Conference's words of praise for you have 
not received the same attention. Your leadership on the judgeship bill is 
sincerely appreciated and well recognized by the Judicial Branch and by 
me. In facL at the same meeting, I praised your action in introducing a 
judgeship bill as a "major breakthrough", a statement which along with 
other positive comments I made about the progress made on Title I of 
your bilL did not appear in the report. 

I hope that the friction of recent days can be put behind us and 
that we both can return to our shared goal of advancing the cause of 
justice through mutual cooperation and an understanding of the needs of 
our respective branches. 
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I will be pkased to come to your office this afternoon or at any 
other time to carry this same message and respond personally to your 
concerns. 

Li-Ralph Mecham 
Director 
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The Honorable Joseph R. Biden 
United States senate 
washington, D.C. 20510 

Dear Mr. Chairman, 

June 12, 1990 

I have received your letter of June 6th inquiring as to 
a newspaper column report of statements made by Ralph 
Mecham, Director of the Administrative Office, at the 
District of Columbia Circuit Conference in Hershey. Mr. 
Mecham was speaking ·off the cuff- to an audience of lawyers 
and judges, and his jocular remarks about the civil justice 
and judgeship provisions of S. 2648 do not represent the 
position of tbe Judicial Conference. The Conference has 
long favored the creation of additional judgeships, and its 
position on the civil justice legislation is being worked 
out by the Committee of District Judges about which you and 
I spoke when we had lunch in April. 
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Federal Courts 
SEN _ BIDEN PLEDGES MORE FEDERAL JUOOES, .... 

." 

.. 

REJECTS JUDICIAR-)" CRITICIStl OF REFORl'1 BILL 

WASHINGTON tBNA) -- Stu.'I1g by criticism that he aJl0 the :)enate Judiciary 
panel he ,~h;lir8 ATe playing politics with additional £.~ci~!"?.l judgeships, Sen. 
Joseph Biden (D-Del) ,June 26 denied any such game-playing, pledging "a 
significant number of new judges" as part of a biNrt.isl3.n civil justice 
reform bill now headed for markup_ 

Despite efforts this year by Bieen and committee ranking minority member 
Sen. Strom 'Thurmond (R-SC) to overcome the objections or t.he federal 
judiciary to a legislative effort .. a reform the cjvii justice system to 
reduce e/;:pense and delays, representatives of the judicjary testifieri that, 
they oppose a hipartiRan biE ?-s an urmecessary in7:t<sion by Congress. 

Three fecierd judges test-iried agains'C the Juojdal Improvements Act of 
1890 (S 264g )--introdllced May 17 by Biden and Thurmond ?.s a ne .... and i;nproved 
version of an earlier bi 11 (95 DER A-11. 5/21/90 )--hut they endorsed t t.s 
provisions ca.Ll ing fOl~ 77 adJi I.ional jWJgeships to ['RHeve the crimine.l 
CaSeJOaa th?i.c impinges [:':1 "the civil ciod~et aronnd "t.;,." count.ry, 

Altn(}ugh B:dp.n accied the j~ldgesJlips to his cjvi ~ jus"t:Ge ;.ef'·~~~!1} r.1p.~s!_~!'""e ar. 
the urging of 30n;f"""-(:ommi ttee Repu1)1 ic;::ns and in consu':' tat. ion with 
re,,",r~nlta-~ve'" i-'': ""~ "'Ja'~c:"'''''\T "e "'al'a' he rT-S ""'Y'-',-,icea' J-tln·"> '/'/ to Y't:>f"'e- ';vp 

~l-' .rio ~.l ~ 0 .. -.~ ' ......... r;; .... \.Il j" :_ ... ~ ... : : .... : ..... ... .. wo. ".""u'. !/: _ .. _~ - __ <A \~. LL.. J ... ::--_ ."'.i- "_' 

a reco eade.+.:on ror ~ib ne\./' .:;udgesn:.r;,s oy the JUdlC;,U, ConrerencE', whlcn ::"5 
'!'.he governing bociy of r.!:e j;]ciiciaJ b<'i:lncn. That rr,cccmenaation ~,as made t.o 
t.!le c;Omtll~.tr.ee in r:f.t: ?re~.;::~:ed 1.e~::;1.im(n1Y of U ... S .. D:st.Y'lct. Cou!'""t . .Judge W'a1t.F.w~ 
T .. !1~G(l"/'ern, the (\j~/):~~n.?.;l 0: t11e ~;~:djcta.2.. Conferf';:c~:; Corr~~li"'ttee 

n:e~ot: r(~t:1~~ :" H!"!C sen:- 7.' :.:;<~ -" -: ,. \; :~:~e / 

..... - - ... 
on d'ilCJC1a: 

cnnferer;ce en \.::lne D;o Jt:S7. 7,';-:0 ~'".:',;;}~:ns "..1ay·s hefore tnt: !l{~,-:;:ng .. A S1>J~·:~sn:an 
fo!"" the cn~1fF::"'''f.~n~e tn~.j 3.:~A 7.!li:.:. ~.=~f~ c:::·~;:erence and 5r-;!1c,,7.e commit.-:ee ~~'t2.ff5 

hac r!een c::: 8C~~0~3: ng :-nr \-1+~e~S :.:-:t:: 
adciit.ion(:·~l \.i~ldge::;}:1pS f0·:._~Ow: ?:g :~ 

... -" ..". .-. 
;11 ~n(}ufr; i.!le : 1 nf1 ;t~Cnn1:'1p-r;..(':al. :01: 

. ~ ..- .. - . 
sr:.p.?p:~:-~-up r'AVlew or C\-,t;'Z'T. ~orr:!020R!, 

(f ~!t-; ";.las nnr. made knnm ::ntil ,T:,~:e 22. 

The chai !'m;:,n ,3a~~~ t.he que:';t:lcn :8 nor, whetr,p'!, there :..;ill oe add: 7,i..-mal 
j;l!lges:--,i:r's t.c reljew~ the burgp on:'i1g federal Citeeloaci ::U'OUlH1 the country, but 
how ronny. '"Tn,::;re ';.lill be new jl;d~';" Bjden precicte,L "There will &:. a 
significimt ~n:mber of new juriges . 
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and published ln a news account of the D.C. Circuit~s 51st annual judicial 
conference. Mecham was attributed as saying Biden placed some of the p;oposed 
11 new judgeships in districts that would win political favor ra~her than in 
areas identified by the Judicial Conference as having a need for additional 
judges. 

Biden denied the charge, saying the assignment of judges in the 
legislation was made largely on the basis of criminal caseloA.ds burdened cy 
drug prosecutions. He repeatedly came baCK tG the published accotln~ C:l;l~ing 

the hearing, retorting t.hat "When it CO'lles to .!;>Qlitics and doling out 
:;;>atronage, the Judicial C-onferen~e has no pe~r. 

lne chairman gave t.he Wl ;:.ness;:!s -;:.ne oppor,·.~:ni ty to commer:c; CJ:l C:' eO:;::':;'::1" 

":eC!1run~s remark~-;, but. he !m,nd no tal-~e:'3. tL~~. fJ:istrict COl,;:-t. Chief 
RIJt:.ert F _ Peckham, a !!i~!!!~~~: 0f -rhe c r)!l!e!'"'=!1ce aJld the chc:'~ma!! of tte 
conference~s subcommit.tee 0;1 the early verS10I1 of the civil justice r'e-Ec';:" 
bi 11 (5 2021), responded t.hat he had not. c'e8d the remarks: bui.. nad nei'.cd 
about them. 

Biden called the failure of the C'(."ln::ere;;ce ~~o publicly dise.s~"GC:i.c:T,f; : "'-:;0!!~: 
from t1echam~s allegat.iorl "a cor;s?i~acy el £ E.:·~eni, .. :\?~ and !le warneo :.r~t·:.~. :1e 
"will not tolerate being or: ~.h€' "t.ner er:d of ::l'l'cctiv.::s from th,-" cc,,:': 
'.,,~.-:hout responding." 

A S1?OKeSnlan for tIle ~;~~dieial ~:'-:·!}.:fere=-.. L>-), l ts men1bers WOllld ~;.~.,:. .. ~ . ."r:. _ v 

":'0 the tt-10 parties :; mrc 1 v('d , ~.G o:iS::U3:; c::}!~ aHegations. ",no he 5<.,·,r: ~·:f'cha.:r 

t"..;"ou!.d n~.)t COmD!e!lt. on Eid.eI~"S 5:.ar.~me!1~.::-: r"'lt::cbanl His ce;ot.ainly awc.~·",~' '~':r -:r:e 
flap!, spokeSmatl Da~lid ~!el~ers :.t1~~~ BNi\ ... .. ~c :l.e interestpt~ i!1 havjng f. .-",,-

mn~-::.1:s in order to 
17,8 ~~:!~?~~~~-. :~;~:r--: :;~- :'hat t.irnf' .. 1.~1t~ .]\1\~ic'i2 .. 

;-.'t.!!: V:~~~~~:;'7·.-!~Y :.:'i- ;..~cin1_ an fc!'~ ::;~1.JC~y vI (,:lyi ~ 
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r:-'!'J': nill ~10~1:':1 ( .. 5~a::·} ish ,~~ :C~:r-_:lt-"ll::"" :~::::~;!()r~st.rnt.i.O!l 1lr·'g~t~:n in t';\rr-' 
di~:'.r:Ct. CG~lrt.;:;:; !"'"(";!~:i!",,:!:g f:";':~~';;; ~~:~7,:-'~,;"':_ ,~Ollr't to inlplent~~r.-: €.!. "civ: .... ~.-.:- - :"~' 

~~:-:~'(~~1:' t~ ~d de.li.1'Y !·J·:.·<~t~c"!.ic;J ;:": :.~:/" .• ~r'; r-" ~'!~:-!.t.ed in the di~r~~ri ~t. or adO?7.cr: : '"I'"",;t: 

if) mod!'::l plan deve::'or':;(~ by tbe ~:,~dic . C.:Onference. The :oar-year pilot. 
programs wouln nse a tracking system 'to separate the simple cases that can tW' 
handled quickly from those that are more complex~ TIle plruls in each distric~ 
.court :wt?uJ~.:t>e_.Qe~+oJ>E!.d aft~r, cops:der,iQ&"l;'e~~m.m~n9.~:f;iQnp._o! _ap, ... ~~r'l! _ 
.¢vi§ory·.,PaIlel:o. with .the r~quirement that. t::er'tain provisipnS:..~~liPcluded, 
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such as the establishment of early trial dates within 18 months of a 
complaint filing. 
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