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Voter Registration for College Students 
Saunders v. Andrews (4:04-cv-20) and Lowe v. Davis 

(4:04-cv-21) (Raymond A. Jackson, E.D. Va.) 
A sophomore at the College of William and Mary who wished to run for city 
council filed a federal complaint in the Eastern District of Virginia’s Newport 
News courthouse on Thursday, February 26, 2004, challenging the Williams-
burg registrar’s denial of the sophomore’s voter registration.1 Because the 
deadline for filing candidacy papers was the following Tuesday,2 the plaintiff 
filed with his complaint a motion for a temporary restraining order.3 

On February 27, another three students filed a similar federal complaint.4 
They also sought a temporary restraining order.5 Judge Raymond A. Jackson 
heard the motions on March 1 and 2; he ruled on March 8 that the students 
had not made a sufficient showing that they were wrongfully regarded as 
nonresidents.6 A state judge, however, ruled that one of the second set of 
plaintiffs should be registered and another should not be.7 

By the 2004 general election, the original federal plaintiff and the unsuc-
cessful state court plaintiff could register, because they obtained driver’s li-
censes at their Williamsburg addresses.8 The federal cases settled.9 
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