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Enjoining a Water District Annexation 
for Want of Section 5 Preclearance 

Thelma Area Neighborhood Corp. v. 
Evergreen Underground Water Conservation District 

(Edward C. Prado, W.D. Tex. 5:01-cv-1191) 
An organization filed a federal complaint against a water district on December 
28, 2001, in the Western District of Texas, to challenge a February 2, 2002, 
election to annex the southern part of Bexar County, claiming that the election 
had not yet received preclearance pursuant to section 5 of the Voting Rights 
Act.1 With its complaint, the plaintiff filed a motion for a temporary restrain-
ing order.2 

Judge Edward C. Prado set the case for hearing on January 3, 2002.3 Fol-
lowing the hearing, Judge Prado agreed to stay the case until January 14, two 
days before early voting was to begin, to see if preclearance would be granted.4 
Because preclearance had not been granted by January 14, Judge Prado en-
joined the election.5 Following the cancellation of the election, Judge Prado 
dismissed the case on January 25.6 

Annexation failed in a May 4 election.7 
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