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UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT 
SOUTHERN DISTRICT OF NEW YORK 
------------------------------------------------------x 
LORETTA J. FILIPOV,   : 

:  
Plaintiff, : ORDER CONCERNING 

      : SETTLEMENT 
-against-   :    

 :   
AMERICAN AIRLINES et al.,  : 21 MC 97 (AKH) 

: 03 Civ. 7079 (AKH) 
Defendants. : 

------------------------------------------------------x 
ALVIN K. HELLERSTEIN, U.S.D.J.:  
 

On May 9, 2007, I approved a settlement of this case.  Pursuant to agreed and 

ordered procedure, plaintiff submitted a proposed order for division of the proceeds of 

settlement.  I decline to approve the proposed division. 

The essential point of disagreement arises from a proposed distribution to 

plaintiff’s attorneys of 25 percent of the net settlement.  All settlements thus far have been based 

on a 15 percent attorney’s fee, based on the net settlement proceeds.  I have declined to approve 

settlements that allocated more to attorneys.  In light of the public interest in the 9/11 cases, the 

efficiencies that have been created in the consolidated and coordinated proceedings before me, 

and the sizeable amounts involved, I have concluded, and counsel have agreed, that a 15 percent 

recovery out of net proceeds is fair and reasonable.   

I recognize, however, that at this stage, attorneys have spent more and devoted 

more time than was the case for earlier settlements.  Current settlements may adequately reflect 

the costs that attorneys have incurred in expenses and disbursements, in relation to earlier 

settlements.  On the other hand, there may be other criteria to consider, which differ from those 

considered at earlier stages.     




