CASE STUDIES IN EMERGENCY ELECTION LITIGATION

Redistricting the Bibb County School District

Miller v. Bibb County School District
(Hugh Lawson, M.D. Ga. 5:12-cv-239)

Three voters, including a school board member and two school board candidates,
filed a federal complaint in the Middle District of Georgia on June 26, 2012, al-
leging malapportionment of districts for the Bibb County Board of Education.
With their complaint, the plaintiffs filed a motion for an injunction against
planned July 31 elections until the county adopted a precleared redistricting plan
adopted by Georgia’s legislature.’

Judge Hugh Lawson set the matter for hearing on June 29.° That day, he en-
joined the county from using old district lines for the school board, and he de-
layed the primary elections for the school board from July 31 until August 21, the
day for primary runoffs for other offices.’

By consent order, on December 7, Judge Lawson awarded the plaintiffs
$60,000 in attorney fees and costs.”
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