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Early Voting Locations in Duval County 

Jacksonville Coalition for Voter Protection v. Hood 

(Harvey E. Schlesinger, M.D. Fla. 3:04-cv-1123) 

Three voters’ rights organizations and two voters filed a federal complaint in the 

Middle District of Florida’s Jacksonville courthouse on October 19, 2004, seeking 

to compel Duval County to provide more than one early voting site for the 2004 

general election.
1
 On the following day, the plaintiffs moved for a preliminary 

injunction and an expedited hearing.
2
 Early voting had begun on October 18 and 

was to continue until November 1, the day before the election.
3
 Before the plain-

tiffs filed their complaint, they sought to achieve their goals through local gov-

ernmental bodies.
4
 After the plaintiffs filed their suit, Duval agreed to increase the 

number of early voting sites from one to five.
5
 

Judge Harvey E. Schlesinger set the matter for a hearing on Friday, October 

22.
6
 The defendants could respond to the plaintiffs’ filings promptly because the 

controversy had already been brewing for some time.
7
 It was all hands on deck for 

Judge Schlesinger and his law clerks over the weekend.
8
 On Monday, Judge 

Schlesinger denied the plaintiffs immediate injunctive relief.
9
 He found that they 

had not shown how the number and location of early voting sites in Duval County 

had discriminated against African-American voters.
10

 

On January 6, 2005, Judge Schlesinger granted the plaintiffs a voluntary dis-

missal.
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