
UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT FOR THE DISTRICT OF STATE 

QUESTIONS?  CALL 1-800-000-0000 TOLL FREE, OR VISIT ABCSETTLEMENT COM 
PARA UNA NOTIFICACIÓN EN ESPAÑOL, LLAMAR O VISITAR NUESTRO WEBSITE 

If you were ever exposed to asbestos in 
ABC Corporation products, you could get a 

payment from a class action settlement. 
A federal court authorized this notice.  This is not a solicitation from a lawyer. 

• The settlement will provide $270 million to pay claims from those who are currently suffering from
an asbestos-related disease, as well as those exposed but not sick, who need medical monitoring.

• To qualify, you must have been exposed to asbestos in ABC Corporation products.  Your exposure
may have happened in different ways:

o Homeowners may have had ABC’s Xinsulation in their attics or walls.

o Workers may have installed ABC building products like Xbestos.

• Your legal rights are affected whether you act or don’t act.  Read this notice carefully.

YOUR LEGAL RIGHTS AND OPTIONS IN THIS SETTLEMENT: 

SUBMIT A CLAIM FORM The only way to get a payment. 

EXCLUDE YOURSELF Get no payment.  This is the only option that allows you to ever be part 
of any other lawsuit against ABC, about the legal claims in this case. 

OBJECT Write to the Court about why you don’t like the settlement. 

GO TO A HEARING Ask to speak in Court about the fairness of the settlement. 

DO NOTHING Get no payment. Give up rights. 

• These rights and options—and the deadlines to exercise them—are explained in this notice.

• The Court in charge of this case still has to decide whether to approve the settlement.  Payments will
be made if the Court approves the settlement and after appeals are resolved.  Please be patient.
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BASIC INFORMATION 

1. Why did I get this notice package?

You or someone in your family may have owned or lived in a home or other property with Xinsulation.  
Or you or a family member may have worked around Xbestos, Xinsulation, or other asbestos-containing 
products made or sold by ABC Corporation. 

The Court sent you this notice because you have a right to know about a proposed settlement of a class 
action lawsuit, and about your options, before the Court decides whether to approve the settlement.  If the 
Court approves it and after objections and appeals are resolved, an administrator appointed by the Court 
will make the payments that the settlement allows.  You will be informed of the progress of the 
settlement. 

This package explains the lawsuit, the settlement, your legal rights, what benefits are available, who is 
eligible for them, and how to get them. 

The Court in charge of the case is the United States District Court for the District of State, and the case is 
known as Smith et al v. ABC Corporation, Case No. CV-00-1234.  The people who sued are called 
Plaintiffs, and the company they sued, ABC, is called the Defendant. 

2. What is this lawsuit about?

The lawsuit claimed that ABC made and sold products knowing that the asbestos fibers contained in 
them posed a danger to the health and safety of anyone exposed to them.  The lawsuit claimed that 
exposure increased the risk of developing asbestosis, mesothelioma, lung cancer, or other diseases that 
scientists have associated with exposure to asbestos.  ABC denies they did anything wrong. 

3. Why is this a class action?

In a class action, one or more people, called Class Representatives (in this case Frederick Smith), sue on 
behalf of people who have similar claims.  All these people are a Class or Class Members.  One court 
resolves the issues for all Class Members, except for those who exclude themselves from the Class.  U.S. 
District Judge Jane Jones is in charge of this class action. 

4. Why is there a settlement?

The Court did not decide in favor of Plaintiffs or Defendants.  Instead, both sides agreed to a settlement.  
That way, they avoid the cost of a trial, and the people affected will get compensation. The Class 
Representative and the attorneys think the settlement is best for everyone who was injured or exposed. 
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WHO IS IN THE SETTLEMENT 

To see if you will get money from this settlement, you first have to decide if you are a Class Member. 

5. How do I know if I am part of the settlement?

Judge Jones decided that everyone who fits this description is a Class Member:  All people exposed to 
asbestos fibers in any ABC Corporation product any time before Month 00, 0000. 

6. Which ABC products are included?

If you’re not sure whether you were exposed to ABC products, look at these pictures and captions:  

DID YOU WORK AROUND OR INSTALL

ABC BUILDING PRODUCTS? 

DID YOUR HOME EVER HAVE 

XINSULATION? 

ABC made Xbestos, Xinsulation, and other building 
products called Ybestos and Zbestos.  These products 
were sprayed on during the construction of high-rise 
office buildings and many other structures and homes.  
You may have been exposed to asbestos by either 
installing the products directly, or simply by working at 
the site.  You may have brought asbestos fibers home on 
your clothing, exposing your family. 

Xinsulation is in the attics and walls of older homes.  It’s 
loose, white, and fluffy.  It’s shaped like a small cotton ball, 
varying from silver-blue to gray-black.  It is layered with a 
glittery, puffy appearance that may have a translucent or 
brownish hue. After years in the attic, the granules may 
darken to black or gray. Be careful not to disturb it.  It may 
be underneath other types of insulation.  The settlement 
provides for someone to come and test it for you, if you call 
and ask. 

Did a family member ever work around ABC’s asbestos products?  He or she may be included. 

Did your home or property ever have Xinsulation?  You’re included even if you don’t live there 
anymore. 
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7. If I was exposed but do not have any disease, am I included?

Yes.  You don’t have to have a disease to be part of this settlement.  The Class includes all those who 
have certain asbestos-related diseases.  The Class also includes those who were exposed but are not 
currently suffering from an asbestos-related disease and who may need medical monitoring—even those 
who haven’t visited a doctor.  The settlement payments are different for sick and for healthy people. 

8. I’m still not sure if I am included.

If you are still not sure whether you are included, you can ask for free help.  You can call 1-800-000- 
0000 and ask for an independent inspector to come see if your insulation is Xinsulation.  Some 
government agencies warn that the asbestos in Xinsulation is dangerous to your health, so do not 
disturb it.  For more information, you can also visit the website, ABCSettlement com. Or you can 
fill out and return the claim form described on page 7, in question 12, to see if you qualify.

THE SETTLEMENT BENEFITS—WHAT YOU GET 

9. What does the settlement provide?

ABC has agreed to create an Injury Compensation Fund of $200 million for Class Members who have 
been diagnosed with an asbestos-related disease, and another $70 million Medical Monitoring Fund for 
assessing the health of those who were exposed but not currently suffering from an asbestos-related 
disease.  ABC will also pay claims for future injuries among Class Members already exposed who 
request medical monitoring. 

10. What can I get from the settlement?

ARE YOU INJURED? 

If you have been diagnosed with an asbestos-related disease, you may be eligible for payment from the 
Injury Compensation Fund.  These are the payment amounts for specific asbestos-related diseases: 

INJURY COMPENSATION FUND PAYMENTS 

Disease Minimum Maximum Average 

Mesothelioma $10,000 $100,000 $20,000-$30,000
Lung Cancer $5,000 $43,000 $9,000-$15,000 
Other Cancer $2,500 $16,000 $4,000-$6,000 
Non-Malignant $1,250 $15,000 $3,000-$4,000
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If, after everyone sends in claim forms, the injury compensation claims total more than $200 million, the 
payments will be reduced.  If the injury compensation claims are less than $200 million, the payments 
will be increased. 

Your payment will be based on how severe your disease is, your medical expenses, and your lost 
earnings.  To get the minimum payment in the table above, you do not have to detail your expenses or 
lost earnings.  To get larger amounts up to the maximum amount, you’ll have to prove your medical 
expenses and document your lost earnings. 

WERE YOU EXPOSED TO ASBESTOS?  HAVE YOU BEEN TESTED? 

If you were exposed to one or more of ABC’s asbestos-containing products, but you are not currently 
suffering from an asbestos-related disease, you may be eligible for payment from the Medical Monitoring 
Fund according to this table: 

MEDICAL MONITORING FUND PAYMENTS 

Exposure to Asbestos Medical Expenses Payment 

You do have evidence of your 
medical expenses to test for an 
asbestos-related disease. 

$1,000 or your actual 
expenses, whichever 
is greater. You have evidence of 

exposure to asbestos in 
an ABC product. You don’t have evidence of your 

medical expenses to test for an 
asbestos-related disease. 

$1,000 

If, after everyone sends in claim forms, the medical monitoring claims total more than $70 million, the 
payments will be reduced.  If the total medical monitoring claims are less than $70 million, the payments 
will be increased. 

11. What if I get sick, or I am exposed to asbestos in ABC products, in the future?

If you were exposed to asbestos in ABC products before Month 00, 0000, you must send in a 
claim form now, or you will not be able to get a payment under this settlement for injuries 
that develop in the future.  If you do send a claim form now, and in the future you develop symptoms 
of the diseases listed in the table on page 5, in question 10, you will be eligible for a payment as shown in 
that table. 

If, in the future, you determine that you need medical monitoring from exposure that took place after 
Month 00, 0000, then you are not bound by this settlement for those claims.  This means you can pursue 
your claims separately from this settlement with your own lawyer. 
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HOW YOU GET A PAYMENT—SUBMITTING A CLAIM FORM 

12. How can I get a payment?

To qualify for payment, you must send in a claim form.  A claim form is attached to this Notice.  You 
can also get a claim form on the Internet at www ABCsettlement com.  Read the instructions carefully, 
fill out the form, include all the documents the form asks for, sign it, and mail it postmarked no later 
than Month 00, 0000. 

For an injury compensation claim, you’ll have to send in a statement from a doctor with a description of 
your current medical condition, including a diagnosis of one of the types of diseases in the table on page 
5, in question 10.  For a medical monitoring claim, you have to show that you were exposed to ABC 
products.  You may be asked for additional documentation.  Follow all the instructions on the claim form. 

13. When would I get my payment?

The Court will hold a hearing on Month 00, 0000, to decide whether to approve the settlement.  If Judge 
Jones approves the settlement after that, there may be appeals.  It’s always uncertain whether these 
appeals can be resolved, and resolving them can take time, perhaps more than a year.  Everyone who 
sends in a claim form will be informed of the progress of the settlement.  Please be patient. 

14. What am I giving up to get a payment or stay in the Class?

Unless you exclude yourself, you are staying in the Class, and that means that you can’t sue, continue to 
sue, or be part of any other lawsuit against ABC about the legal issues in this case.  It also means that all 
of the Court’s orders will apply to you and legally bind you.  If you sign the claim form, you will agree to 
a “Release of Claims,” attached to the claim form, which describes exactly the legal claims that you give 
up if you get settlement benefits. 

EXCLUDING YOURSELF FROM THE SETTLEMENT 

If you don’t want a payment from this settlement, but you want keep the right to sue or continue to sue 
ABC, on your own, about the legal issues in this case, then you must take steps to get out.  This is called 
excluding yourself—or is sometimes referred to as opting out of the settlement Class. 

15. How do I get out of the settlement?

To exclude yourself from the settlement, you must send a letter by mail saying that you want to be 
excluded from Smith v. ABC.  Be sure to include your name, address, telephone number, and your 
signature.  You must mail your exclusion request postmarked no later than Month 00, 0000, to: 

ABC Exclusions 
P.O. Box 0000 
City, ST 00000-0000 
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You can’t exclude yourself on the phone or by e-mail.  If you ask to be excluded, you will not get any 
settlement payment, and you cannot object to the settlement.  You will not be legally bound by anything 
that happens in this lawsuit.  You may be able to sue (or continue to sue) ABC in the future. 

16. If I don’t exclude myself, can I sue ABC for the same thing later?

No.  Unless you exclude yourself, you give up the right to sue ABC for the claims that this settlement 
resolves.  If you have a pending lawsuit, speak to your lawyer in that lawsuit immediately.  You must 
exclude yourself from this Class to continue your own lawsuit.  Remember, the exclusion deadline is 
Month 00, 0000. 

17. If I exclude myself, can I get money from this settlement?

No.  If you exclude yourself, do not send in a claim form to ask for any money.  But, you may sue, 
continue to sue, or be part of a different lawsuit against ABC. 

THE LAWYERS REPRESENTING YOU 

18. Do I have a lawyer in this case?

The Court asked the law firms of Lawfirm One LLP, of City, ST, and Lawfirm Two P.C., of City, ST, to 
represent you and other Class Members.  Together, the lawyers are called Class Counsel.  You will not 
be charged for these lawyers.  If you want to be represented by your own lawyer, you may hire one at 
your own expense. 

19. How will the lawyers be paid?

Class Counsel will ask the Court for attorneys’ fees and expenses up to $23,990,000, and a payment of 
$10,000 to the Class Representative, Frederick Smith.  The Court may award less than these amounts.  
ABC will separately pay the fees and expenses that the Court awards.  These amounts will not come out 
of the funds for payments to Class Members.  ABC has agreed not to oppose these fees and expenses.  
ABC will also separately pay the costs to administer the settlement.   

OBJECTING TO THE SETTLEMENT 

You can tell the Court that you don’t agree with the settlement or some part of it. 

20. How do I tell the Court that I don’t like the settlement?

If you’re a Class Member, you can object to the settlement if you don’t like any part of it.  You can give 
reasons why you think the Court should not approve it.  The Court will consider your views.  To object, 
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you must send a letter saying that you object to Smith v. ABC.  Be sure to include your name, address, 
telephone number, your signature, and the reasons you object to the settlement.  Mail the objection to 
these three different places postmarked no later than Month 00, 0000: 

COURT CLASS COUNSEL DEFENSE COUNSEL 
Clerk of the Court 
United States District Court for the 
District of State 
100 Court Street 
City, ST 00000-0000 

Herman Green 
Lawfirm One LLP 
100 Main Street 
Suite 100 
City, ST 00000-0000 

Mary Jones  
Defensefirm LLP 
200 Broad Street 
Suite 200 
City ST, 00000-0000 

21. What’s the difference between objecting and excluding?

Objecting is simply telling the Court that you don’t like something about the settlement.  You can object 
only if you stay in the Class.  Excluding yourself is telling the Court that you don’t want to be part of the 
Class.  If you exclude yourself, you have no basis to object because the case no longer affects you. 

THE COURT'S FAIRNESS HEARING 

The Court will hold a hearing to decide whether to approve the settlement.  You may attend and you may 
ask to speak, but you don’t have to.   

22. When and where will the Court decide whether to approve the settlement?

The Court will hold a Fairness Hearing at 10:00 a.m. on Tuesday, Month 00, 0000, at the United States 
District Court for the District of State, 100 Court Street, City, State, in Courtroom One.  At this hearing 
the Court will consider whether the settlement is fair, reasonable, and adequate.  If there are objections, 
the Court will consider them.  Judge Jones will listen to people who have asked to speak at the hearing.  
The Court may also decide how much to pay Class Counsel.  After the hearing, the Court will decide 
whether to approve the settlement.  We do not know how long these decisions will take. 

23. Do I have to come to the hearing?

No.  Class Counsel will answer questions Judge Jones may have.  But, you are welcome to come at your 
own expense.  If you send an objection, you don’t have to come to Court to talk about it.  As long as you 
mailed your written objection on time, the Court will consider it.  You may also pay your own lawyer to 
attend, but it’s not necessary. 

24. May I speak at the hearing?

You may ask the Court for permission to speak at the Fairness Hearing.  To do so, you must send a 
letter saying that it is your “Notice of Intention to Appear in Smith v. ABC.”  Be sure to include 
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your name, address, telephone number, and your signature.  Your Notice of Intention to Appear must 
be postmarked no later than Month 00, 0000, and be sent to the Clerk of the Court, Class Counsel, and 
Defense Counsel, at the three addresses on page 9, in question 20.  You cannot speak at the hearing if you 
excluded yourself. 

IF YOU DO NOTHING 

25. What happens if I do nothing at all?

If you do nothing, you’ll get no money from this settlement.  But, unless you exclude yourself, you won’t 
be able to start a lawsuit, continue with a lawsuit, or be part of any other lawsuit against ABC about the 
legal issues in this case, ever again. 

GETTING MORE INFORMATION 

26. Are there more details about the settlement?

This notice summarizes the proposed settlement.  More details are in a Settlement Agreement.  You can 
get a copy of the Settlement Agreement by writing to Herman Green, Lawfirm One LLP, 100 Main 
Street, Suite 100, City, ST 00000-0000, or by visiting www ABCsettlement com. 

27. How do I get more information?

You can call 1-800-000-0000 toll free; write to ABC Settlement, P.O. Box 000, City, ST 00000-0000; 
or visit the website at www ABCsettlement com, where you will find answers to common questions 
about the settlement, a claim form, plus other information to help you determine whether you are a Class 
Member and whether you are eligible for a payment. 

DATE:  MONTH 00, 0000. 


